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Satish Babu's, however, is not the only instance of this kind.
Many other young men have been making sacrifices which fill us
with admiration. Satish Babu had much and he gave up much
but he has no problem of meeting his daily needs. He has, on the
whole, no hardship regarding accommodation. But there are
about a hundred young men who receive Rs, 20 a month to
meet all their needs. We cannot realize how difficult life in Bengal
is without seeing the conditions ourselves. In the rainy season,
they are forced practically to live in water. At any time the
houses, all of them, may be washed away by floods. Even for
going from one house to another they have to use small boats.
The insanitary conditions at such a time are impossible to describe.
These young men suffer such hardships and serve the people.
Many of them are engaged in khadi work and some in national
schools. Spinning, of course, is being done in all schools.

In these conditions, there can be no question of their being
able to indulge their palate. They cannot always get milk and
curds. The usual food is rice and dal Pure vegetarians are rare
in Bengal. Even those who do not eat meat eat fish. These poor
workers do eat fish, if nothing else. We must admit that this is
a great help when they do not get milk and curds. This fact does
not detract from the value of their sacrifice, I have mentioned this
fact of their having fish to eat, only because I do not want to be
guilty of exaggeration in describing the young men's hardships.

All these young men are educated. Many of them were pro-
fessors and drew big salaries. They do not regret their sacrifice.
On the contrary, they feel joy in it. Were it not so, they would
not be able to keep up the extremely difficult sacrifice they have
made. When I think of their sacrifice, Gujarat's sacrifice, what
little there has been, seems insignificant by comparison. The
sacrifices which I see here made by the educated class can only
be compared with similar sacrifices in Maharashtra.

[From Gujarati]
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